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1. Summary  
 
1.1 This report sets out information relating to London 2012 policing costs as background to the 

Committee’s meeting with the officer responsible for policing during the Games. 
 
 

2. Recommendation 

 
2.1 That the Committee notes the report as background to putting questions to Assistant 

Commissioner Chris Allison, Metropolitan Police Service. 
 
 

3. Background   
 
3.1 The Games will be London’s biggest ever peacetime policing operation. The scale of the response to 

the Games will require the police to draw on existing staff, equipment and core budgets.1 The police 
will be responsible for dealing with the crowds moving to and from the Olympics venues and events, 
as well as any terrorist threats.  

 
3.2 The Government has agreed to provide funding for Olympics policing but expects the Metropolitan 

Police Service (MPS) to make ‚reasonable adjustments‛ to its core services in order to accommodate 
the security requirements of the Games.2 The Government planned to make available a maximum of 
£600 million to fund the total costs of Olympics safety and security, including policing, although it 
announced in December 2010 that it expected it to be possible to deliver the programme in full for 
£475 million.3 By the end of the financial year 2010-11, approximately £143.5 million of this budget 
had been spent.4  

 
3.3 Beyond the main Olympics safety and security budget, there is a further contingency of £238 million 

that can only be accessed if the threat level increases to ‘critical’ or if there is a change in terrorist 

                                                 
1 See the Assembly’s Health and Public Services Committee report, Business as Usual?, October 2010 
2 Home Office, London 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Safety and Security Strategy, March 2011, para 52 
3
 Home Office press release, Police funding settlement announced, 13 December 2010 

4 DCMS, London 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games Quarterly Report, May 2011, p. 28 



        

attack methodology5 and the Government will make a separate payment of £282 million to the 
London Organising Committee of the Olympic Games (LOCOG) to cover venue security costs.6 

 
3.4 At the same time as fulfilling Olympics requirements, the MPS will need to provide its usual policing 

services during the Games. This could be made more challenging by the large numbers of visitors 
expected in London over the period. Estimates have put the number of visitors that will stay 
overnight to visit Games events across the country at 0.9-2.8 million; in addition, there will be 
‘atmosphere tourists’ coming to the capital to take part in planned cultural events.7 

 
3.5 While the majority of the headline costs of the Games do not fall under GLA group budgets or are 

being reimbursed by government, additional indirect and opportunity costs will arise from the 
Olympics operation and any enhanced requirements for business as usual services. The Assistant 
Commissioner Chris Allison described funding as ‚The big issue for us all‛. He said the following to 
the Assembly’s Health and Public Services Committee on 9 June 2010: 

The big issue for us all, I think, is the issue of funding. What is going to happen over the next 
few months, and years, in relation to funding? Not only the funding specifically about the 
Olympics but our core funding, because that may have an impact on how we deliver this so, 
obviously, we are watching that carefully. 

 
3.6 Beyond the ring-fenced Olympics security budget, this raises questions about potential implications 

of the MPS’s responsibilities during the Games for the general policing budget in 2012/13. 
 
 

4. Issues for Consideration  

4.1 The Committee will receive a briefing on the costs of Olympics policing from Assistant Commissioner 
Chris Allison who is responsible for the Olympics policing operating at the MPS. The Committee will 
then have the opportunity to put questions to the Assistant Commissioner, which are likely to be in 
the following broad areas: 

 How the Government’s overall budget for Olympics safety and security is being spent; 

 MPS spending on the Olympics policing operation, likely total costs and available funding; 

 The implications of the Olympics policing operation for core policing budgets and services, 
including opportunity costs; and 

 Post-Olympics – how Olympics capabilities will be wound down and the funding available. 
 
4.2 Findings from this meeting will inform the Committee’s scrutiny of the Mayor’s 2012/13 budget.   
 
 

5. Legal Implications 
 
5.1 The Committee has the power to do what is recommended in this report. 
 
 

6. Financial Implications 
 
6.1 There are no direct financial implications arising from this report. 
 

                                                 
5 DCMS, London 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games Quarterly Report, July 2010, p. 22 
6 Home Office press release, Police funding settlement announced, 13 December 2010 
7 Olympic and Paralympic Health Programme, NHS London 
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